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Many reporting verbs have to take an object. English 
often uses these verbs to show that the speaker was 
giving someone orders or advice.

New language  Verbs with object and infinitive 

Vocabulary  Reporting verbs

New skill  Reporting advice and instructions

KEY LANGUAGE REPORTING VERBS WITH OBJECT AND INFINITIVE

FURTHER EXAMPLES REPORTING VERBS WITH OBJECT AND INFINITIVE

HOW TO FORM REPORTING VERBS WITH OBJECT AND INFINITIVE 

Some reporting verbs are 
followed by an object 
and the infinitive. English 
often uses these verbs to 
report orders, advice,  
and instructions.

Telling people what to do

Reporting verb Object Infinitive

Object shows who  
was being spoken to.

The infinitive usually expresses an 
order, instruction, or piece of advice.

OBJECT INFINITIVE REST OF SENTENCEREPORTING VERB (PAST TENSE)SUBJECT
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REWRITE THE SENTENCES, CORRECTING THE ERRORS

READ THE ARTICLE AND PUT THE SUMMARY SENTENCES  
IN THE CORRECT ORDER

248-251_Unit_72_Telling_people.indd   249 22/01/2016   11:38



250

KEY LANGUAGE REPORTING VERBS WITH NEGATIVES
To make a negative sentence with a reporting verb, object,  
and infinitive, place “not” between the object and infinitive.

“Not” makes the reported speech negative.

FURTHER EXAMPLES REPORTING VERBS WITH NEGATIVES

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

Zac has been offered a job in New York.  
He asks his friend Leah for advice.
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CHECKLIST

 Verbs with object and infinitive   Reporting verbs   Reporting advice and instructions  

SAY THE SENTENCES OUT LOUD AS REPORTED SPEECH, FILLING  
IN THE GAPS AND USING THE VERB IN BRACKETS

REVIEW THE ENGLISH YOU HAVE LEARNED IN UNITS 69–72

REPORTED SPEECH WITH “SAY”

REPORTED SPEECH IN  
DIFFERENT TENSES

REPORTED SPEECH WITH “TELL”

REPORTING VERBS WITH “THAT”

REPORTING VERBS WITH OBJECT  
AND INFINITIVE

NEW LANGUAGE SAMPLE SENTENCE UNIT
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